Mountain Research and Development Vol 20 No 3 Aug 2000
The European Mountain Forum is the European section of the Mountain Forum, a global network committed to sustainable development in mountain regions. The specific objectives of the European Mountain Forum are 
A tool for exchange and information
The European Mountain Forum is a neutral, nonpolitical, nonsectarian, and nonprofit organization. Membership is free of charge. Electronic communication (e-mail and Internet) is the main tool of the European Mountain Forum, which also publishes a brief biannual newsletter for Internet nonusers.
French and English are both working languages of the European Mountain Forum, and multilingualism is encouraged. Exchange of information in local languages is facilitated through local nodes in each European mountain region.
Members can join the forum list, which allows them to take part in discussions by e-mail. Debates can be launched at any time and members are free to ask questions related to their research; they can also provide information about their activities.
A virtual library
Documents on sustainable development in European mountain regions, case studies, a calendar of Mountain Events (conferences, workshops, etc), and links to other organizations concerned with mountain issues are available in the Mountain Forum virtual library.
E-conferencing
Starting in 2000, the European Mountain Forum will organize electronic conferences specifically on European topics. A simple e-mail registration procedure allows those interested to participate in debates with international experts and highly qualified moderators.
Membership
Individuals and/or organizations can become associate members of the Forum, provided they subscribe to the Charter of the European Mountain Forum (code of ethics to be respected by the members of the Forum) and fill in a membership form. Detailed information and forms are available on the EMF web site.
Structure of the organization
At present, the European Mountain Forum has four local nodes: for the Carpathians, the Caucasus, the Mediterranean Mountains (including North Africa), and the Middle Mountains of Central and Western Europe. Further nodes should become operational in the near future for the Alps, the Northern European Mountains, the Pyrénées and Cantabrican Mountains, the Balkans, and the Ural.
Until the general assembly in 2001, which is scheduled to take place in Georgia, where new nodes may be incorporated, the European Mountain Forum will be governed by a board of nine representing 
